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Ethiopian Airlines in it for the long-haul: Commits to a

further 17 A350-900s

Dubai, 15 November 2023

Ethiopia’s flagship carrier, Ethiopian Airlines Group, has signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) for 11 additional Airbus A350-900s with six more purchase rights
to be added to its existing fleet. The latest agreement takes Ethiopian Airlines’ total order

book and commitment for the A350 to 33, including four A350-1000s.

Ethiopian Airlines currently operates a fleet of 20 A350-900s and with this commitment,

it will confirm its position as Africa's biggest A350 customer.

The signing of the MoU took place at Dubai Airshow in the presence of Ethiopian Airlines
Group CEO Mr. Mesfin Tasew and Airbus Chief Commercial Officer and Head of

International, Christian Scherer.

Ethiopian Airlines Group CEO Mr. Mesfin Tasew said, “We are excited to place this
commitment for 11 Airbus A350-900s. As a customer focused airline, we are particularly excited
for these fleet as it offers extra comfort to passengers with its features like the quietest cabin in its
class and ambient lighting. We are keen to expand our fleet size, acquiring the latest technology

aircraft to offer a convenient and memorable onboard experience to our esteemed passengers.”

Christian Scherer, Airbus Chief Commercial Officer and Head of International, said,
“Ethiopian Airlines is a great example of how to leverage the exceptional values of the A350 for
long-haul travel, playing on the benefits of Ethiopia’s unique geographical position that offers the

fastest connections between China and Latin America. We are delighted to further strengthen
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Ethiopian Airlines fleet, and through this, continue the great relationship we have built up

together.”

The A350 is the world’s most modern and efficient widebody aircraft and the long-range
leader in the 300-410 seater category, flying efficiently on any sector from short-haul to
ultra-long-haul routes up to 9,700nm. Its clean sheet design includes state-of-the-art
technologies, aerodynamics, lightweight materials and latest generation engines that
together deliver 25% advantage in fuel burn, operating costs and CO: emissions, as well
as 50% noise reduction compared to previous generation competitor aircraft.

The A350 has won over 1,000 orders from leading carriers from around the globe.

About Ethiopian

Ethiopian Airlines Group (Ethiopian) is the fastest-growing airlines brand globally and the
continent’s largest airline brand. In its seventy-seven years of successful operations, Ethiopian,
the fastest growing airline, has become one of the continent’s leading carriers, unrivalled in
efficiency and operational success. In addition to its main hub in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, it is also
pursuing its multi-hub strategy through a hub in Lomé, Togo with ASKY, in Lilongwe, Malawi
with Malawi Airlines and in Lusaka, Zambia with Zambia Airways. Ethiopian commands the
lion’s share of the African passenger and cargo network operating the youngest and most modern
fleet to more than 150 domestic and international passenger and cargo destinations across five
continents. Ethiopian’s fleet category consists of ultra-modern and environmentally friendly
aircraft such as Boeing 737s, 777s, 787s, Airbus A350-900 and Bombardier Dash 8-400 double
cabin with an average fleet age of seven years. In fact, Ethiopian is the first airline in Africa to
own and operate most of these aircraft.

Having achieved its strategic plan (Vision 2025) ahead of time, Ethiopian is currently
implementing a 15-year strategic plan called Vision 2035 that will see it become one of the top 20
most competitive and leading aviation groups in the world by providing safe, secured, market
driven and customer focused Passenger and Cargo Transport and Logistics, Aviation Training,
Airport Management and Ground Services, MRO and Aerospace Manufacturing and Travel and
Tourism Services. As a multi-award-winning airline, Ethiopian has been the champion in various


https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa
https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa/book/network
https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa/book/modern-aircrafts
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coveted awards including Skytrax’s ‘Best Airline in Africa Award’ for six consecutive years
among others. The airline has been a Star Alliance member since 2011 and has been registering
more than threefold growth in the past 10 years. For more at: www.ethiopianairlines.com

Email: CorporateCommunication@ethiopianairlines.com Contact: (251-11)517-8913/8165/8907

Social Media

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EthiopianAirlines.official

Twitter:  https:/ /twitter.com/flyethiopian

Instagram: https:/ /www.instagram.com/fly.ethiopian/

YouTube: https:/ /www.youtube.com/channel /UCCV26xfT57LiOgrZM450uCg/featured

LinkedIn: https:/ /www.linkedin.com/company/ethiopian-airlines/

Telegram: https://t.me/ethiopian_airlines




